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by Peter Rowlands

There can be no doubt that
nudibranchs are the current ‘cool’.
Their seemingly endless variety and
amazing colours and shapes make
them the perfect macro subject. They
also inhabit temperate and warm
waters so they are available to shoot
wherever you are!

Nudibranchs of South West
England (SWN) is an iBook and is
an excellent example of how this
format is revolutionising the specialist
subject publishing industry. It is
secure and allows for updates as well
as providing space for hundreds of
high res images.

Nudibranch expert Bernard
Picton has teamed up with nudibranch
enthusiasts and underwater
photographers Terry Griffiths and
Dan Bolt. Making use of Bernard’s
unsurpassed knowledge and Terry &
Dan’s 50 years of diving in the south
west is a powerful combination which
has created a completely new and up-
to-date reference guide.

WWW.Uwpmag.com

A PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE TO

Nudibranchs
of South West
England

Bolt, Griffiths & Picton

Foreword by Dr. Alex Mustard

SWN is a very well paced iBook
and feels very inclusive. It would
have been easy to blind the reader
with Latin science but it still manages
to impart that important information
without a feeling of having to learn so
much before getting anywhere. The
114 page iBook describes more than
60 of the species which inhabit these
temperate waters

SWN is also a very helpful
iBook in that early on it tells you how,
when and where to find these small
creatures — very useful information to
get you off to a productive start. Then
to be even more helpful they offer
detailed hints on how to photograph
them!

Interactive 1.3 Common body-type no.3 Aeolid family - Coryphella browni
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Counties of the south
west of England:
Cornwall

Devon

(Somerset)

=
Vo

Issue 78/47 1P



AEOLIDACERA (FLABELLINIDAE + CUMANOTUS)

Flabellina pedata

ID Guide:
Size: Small, up to 30mm but occasionally larger.
Main Body Colour: Purple, red or pink.

Rhinophores: Rugose
Gills:
Habitat: Found in all areas in the south west.

Similar Species: None.

Flabellina pedata (Montagu, 1815)

This species is one of the most distinctive you can see due
to the obvious purple—pink colouration of the body, rhino-
phores and oral tentacles.

The head and rhinorphores have a wrinkled appearance
and are tipped white. Similarly the oral tentacles and the
cerata are also tipped white.

The digestive glands are usually red-purple but can be or-
ange in colour and can clearly be seen running through the
numerous thin but densely packed cerata.

The bulk of the iBook is then
taken up with detailed descriptions of
the species and to aid identification
each page has several images to make
accurate identification a breeze. With
authors such as these it goes without
saying that the quality of the images is
consistently excellent.

There is a powerful search
facility but, personally, the images
were the best form of quick ID.
Finally there is a neat chapter
describing similar species such as sea
slugs and sea hares several of which
look like they should be nudibranchs
but actually aren’t!

Finally a nice touch is the My
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Nudi Checklist which allows you to
tick off the species you have seen and
photograped

Currently you can only read
SWN on Apple iPads and all Apple
computers running OS X Mavericks.
Nudibranchs of South West England
costs $15.99 or £9.99 which, for such
a helpful and informative publication,
is an absolute steal.

www.southwestnudis.co.uk

Peter Rowlands
peter@uwpmag.com
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