Lightroom’s Radial Filter

by Doug Sloss

The new Radial Filter inside
Lightroom 5 is a great tool for
creating off-centered vignettes,
highlighting important parts in your
photos, and when used creatively, it
can add more interest and clever flair
to your underwater shots.

Like the Adjustment Brush and
Graduated Filter, the Radial Filter is
also designed for local edits, applying
its effects in circular or elliptical
forms, as opposed to painting in
effects with a brush or laying them
down via a gradient, like the other two
tools.

Yet, while it differs in the way its
effects are applied to a photo, you still
have access to the same slider controls
for creative edits once you open the
tool’s Effects panel.

But unlike the Adjustment Brush
and Graduated Filter, there’s no need
to first guess an initial setting to see
where an effect will be applied. Just
click and drag out a shape on top of
your photo and release the mouse. The
filter lays down your initial shape,
then leaves you with control points
along the outside border you can
push or pull into position, to further
customize an on-image contour.

This shape can also be rotated, and
every filter you create contains a
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center pin, SO you can reposition the
effect or combined effects of various
adjustments anywhere on your image.

And while plenty of keyboard
shortcuts let you duplicate, delete,
and shape filter effects to suit your
needs, it’s the slider modifications and
their effects that give you the creative
freedom to make your photos look
more interesting, so lets look at a few
examples.

Traditionally, photographic
vignettes are used to draw a viewer’s
attention to the center of a photo. But
what do you do when the point of
interest in an image is off centered,
like the rhinophores on the nudibranch
in Figure One? Even though I
carefully positioned my camera near
the seabed floor, I was unable to
capture a head-on portrait to highlight
the rhinophores as I envisioned. And
without the aid of a snoot to directly
channel strobe light to just the front
portion of the scene, this effort was
the best I was able to achieve in
camera at the moment.

But after adding a Radial filter
to the image in post, I’'m able to
reposition, rotate, and extend its
shape off the edge of the photo where
needed, in order to target the front
portion of the nudibranch to make a
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Figure 1: Slider adjustments can be used in combination to create desired effects.
Here Exposure and Sharpness (both circled in red) were lowered to remove
background distraction and focus attention on the nudibranch. The F eather slider
(circled in blue) makes this adjustment believable.

creative adjustment.

By default, the Radial Filter is
designed to affect the region outside
the shape you draw. And once you put
down a filter, any modifications you
make to the sliders in the Effects panel
are applied to that outside region, and
your creative adjustments are then
visible. Like Lightroom’s other local
controls, these effects can be stand
alone adjustments, or combined with
other sliders for a more complex and
pleasing result.

For this pin adjustment, the
exposure surrounding the nudibranch
was darkened, and the sharpness of

the background lowered to draw more
attention to the foreground portion of
the nudibranch. Feathering was also
applied to the filter shape to soften
the transition zone and make the edit
believable. (Figure 1)

To surely steer the viewer’s
eye to certain areas in your photo,
and attract even more focus, you
can stack multiple filters over areas
of importance and really grab their
attention. Not only can multiple pins
add a layering of separate adjustments
over the same region, they can
also be inverted so your creative
enhancements affect the inside areas

Issue 77/47 P



800 B Lightroom § Ircat - Adobe Photoshop Lightroom - Develop

Develop

Figure 2: A second pin enhances the nudibranch. That mask is inverted (yellow
circle) so pin adjustments (red) affect the inside portion of the filter’s shape.

of these circle shapes.

For example, to further optimize
the front of this nudibranch, I first
added a second filter pin to the region,
then checked the Invert Mask box, so
modifications to the sliders now affect
the region inside the filter, the actual
nudibranch itself. Next, contrast,
clarity and sharpness were added to
further define the rhinophores on this
nudibranch. To attract even more
focus to the area, saturation was
boosted too. Comparing the before
and after images in figures One and
Two, shows the positive effect these
filters have on the final image. (Figure
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While the Radial Filter is great
for off centered vignette effects and
optimizing regions both inside and
outside of the filter borders, they can
also be used more creatively.

For instance, in the shot of
the diver exploring artifacts on the
Fujikawa Maru in Chuuk, the light
from my strobes wasn’t quite able to
fully reach and illuminate her face
and body, leaving her skin tones a
little too cool for the overall shot. But
by adding two localized filters that
each carried identical white balance
settings, I was able to warm the
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Figure 3: Two inverted filter pins warm the skin tones on the model’s face and
body. These adjustments carry identical Temperature and Tint values keeping
changes to both regions equal. Note: For illustrative purposes, both filter pins are
displayed in Figure 3. Normally, when working inside Lightroom, only one filter

overlay is visible at a time.

tones of her face and body for a more
pleasing shot. (Figure 3)

Lastly, the Radial filter can help
make photos more interesting when
they’re used to enhance light beams
or creatively build them from scratch.
In Figure Four, we see how a thin
elliptical filter helps strengthen the

existing torch light, further defining
the connection between the diver and
turtle. With this improvement, the
viewer’s eyes wander back and forth
between the diver and turtle more
easily, helping to solidify the visual
tension already present in the scene.
This makes the image more dynamic
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Figure 4: A thin elliptical Radial filter is used to create this torch beam. Heavy
Jfeathering (blue) makes this adjustment believable while varying Exposure (red)
controls the beam’s intensity.

and interesting to look at. (Figure 4)
With the radial filter Lightroom
has given us another fantastic tool to
make local edits, and one that does so
much more than just simple vignettes.
To see more informative
movies and to find out more on how
Lightroom can help improve your
underwater photography, please visit
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Free Bonus Video

For a more in-depth analysis and an
exclusive look at Lightroom’s Radial Filter and the
techniques involved to create the final images in this
article, please click the hyperlink below to watch a
special 13 minute bonus video showcasing what the
filter is capable of.

www.underwaterlightroom.com/bonus-movie

www.underwaterlightroom.com

Doug Sloss

Fire Up Your

GoPro® Camera

with the new Sea Dragon Mini 600

s _
SEA]DRAGON

Sea Dragon Mini 600 Photo/Video/Dive Light
600 Lumens down to 300 feet, 75-degree beam and
included GoPro® Camera mount, Y-S adapter, cold "ﬁ
shoe mount, Sealife AquaPod mount and more k|

Combine with the SeaLife AquaPod
to light up hard to reach areas and capture
video from a safe and amazing perspective!

sealife-cameras.com Fifacebook.com/SealLifeCameras Seal_i"'-eda
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Magic filters are now available in 3 options. “
Original Magic for use in blue water with DSLR and
compact cameras with Manual White Balance, Auto- The Auto-Magic formula is
Magic for compact cameras in automatic point and now available in a Plexiglass
shoot mode. GreenWater Magic for use in green water filter that can be added or
with DSLR and compact cameras with Manual White removed underwater.

Balance. Prices start at just £19.

www. magic-fllers.com
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