Olympus XZ-1 and EPL-2 bodies
with PT-050 and PT-EPO3 housings

by Rob Spray

Like teenagers camera
companies spend lots of time
worrying about what’s on the surface.
Divers, like parents, have to pick up
the pieces and for a long while as
electronic technology was the focus
compact divers didn’t get the rub of
the green. I go all misty eyed thinking
back to when capable compacts were
the weapons of choice for amateur
photographers. You could jump in
with one in an OEM case with a
couple of wet lenses and the world
was your mollusc. Then cheap SLRs
killed off the bridge camera and box
ported cases and fiddly bodies spoiled
the fun.

Now I feel I have an friend back,
the PT-050 for the XZ-1 carries that
most obvious and useful feature — a
big threaded port. They seem to have
been absent from capable compacts
for ages. Those who weren’t ready
stretch to third party housings have
had to make do with a strange
selection of clip on cookware. At the
same time mirrorless large sensor
cameras like the Olympus Pens are
providing an alternative to SLRs for
those who aren’t in love with hefty
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baggage.

So what do we have here?

With the XZ-1 Olympus return
to a market Panasonic revitalised
with the LX3 a couple of years
ago — enthusiast compacts or bridge
cameras. Like the latest crop of rivals
it’s a 10 Megapixel camera with a less
is more mindset. The key feature is
a super bright {/1.8-2.5,28-112mm
(equivalent lens). The housing is in
Olympus’ now familiar black and
red house style with a single large
camlock catch. The big fixed port
looks generous on the slim case thread
opens up so many opportunities. The
plague of box fronted ports on small
housings may be over!

Apart from that admirable port
the case and the camera have a few
more diver friendly tricks. The XZ-1
will run Olympus RC flashes and fire
low power trigger pulses as well as
lighting its own subjects. The fibre
port is built in as is a cold shoe but
the lever shutter isn’t the only cool
control. The body has a dial round
the lens which takes on the primary
parameter depending on mode — most
importantly aperture in A and M
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modes — and the matching knob on the case gives
you menu free direct control of that lens which
gives you more creative control of subject isolation
than any other compact right now.

Next to this the upstart the new E-PL2 and its
E-PEO3 case look mature and evolutionary. Both are
upgrades on the E-PL1 I adopted last year and build
on the strong points of that package. The camera has
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PT-EPO03 housing for the Olympus EPL-2

had a light makeover and looks more like the classic
Pen P1 than the angular E-PL1. In most other
respects it’s quite similar but this year’s picture
processing lets it shoot up to ISO 6400. By my
reckoning the new, smaller video friendly 14-42mm
kit lens is more than twice as fast as its predecessor.
Last year when the first Pen housing launched the
standard port was Hobson’s choice but now there’s
a range available so the system really has grown

up very fast. Panasonic have done some great lens
work and when you grow out of the kit lens you can
dive some great small stuff from the 7-14mm, 8mm
Fisheye and 9-18mm to 45mm macro. That’s the
beauty of the Four Third system, it’s a team effort
now.

The housing is very much like the that for the
E-PL1 aside from the absence of the power bulge
for the EVF-2 electronic viewfinder which the
E-PL2 eschews underwater. If anything I’d suggest
you choose between the E-PL1 and 2 depending

PT-EPO3 rear.

on whether you like the
idea of the EVF or not.
My year with the E-PL1
was fine without it, but I
always wanted to try it!
Once last bit of bait |
for fanciers of the XZ-1
and E-PL2 is the addition
of a Dramatic Tone
art filter which seems
completely irrelevant at
first but having seen it in
action on land I wonder whether it might be just
the thing for misty wreck shots — both can shoot
RAW files at the same time without breaking sweat
you’ve got nothing to lose.
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New updated E-Shop! Easier navigation! AN
Lower revised prices! <
Lower shipping rate with Fedex International Economy!
Printing services available, paper, canvas, photo book!
Photoshop service! Ph

. .- . oto Contest!
Super Quality photo paper at ridiculous low price! Prizes over USD
Full range cameras and lenses now available! $12,000 to win!

Affiliate program available! Free entry! Like our Aquatica HD Wave
Scuba Symphony Page!  Olympus EPL-1/EPL-2

Join our Facebook UW
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Epoque 550D Aquatica NEX-5 Aquaﬁca D7000
Canon WP-DC34/G12 Fantasea BigEye  Big BLue 1x5W AFO Memory Kiek SI
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Sea&Sea YS-01 Seahorn Snoot Dyron 15mm M67 lens StiX Floats FIX LED 1000DX Waterproof Wetsuits
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Scuba Symphony- Your Ultimate One-Stop Events:

Diving and Underwater Imaging Solution! + 19th March- Ivan Choong/ Scuba Symphony Workshop
S103A Centrepoint Bandar Utama « 25 April- 1 May - Sim Chee Ghee/ Gorontalo Workshop
47800 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia - 13-18 May- Aaron Wong/Manado-Cocotinos Workshop
Tel: +603-77107197 Fax: +603-77251197 + 16-22 May- Maumere Underwater Photography trip

" : « 29 May- Scuba Symphony Open Day/ Underwater Model Shooting
: ymphony@g . : . . s
Em?" SCUba_S mphony @gmail.com + 1-3 July- Malaysian International Dive Exbithition ( MIDE)
Online Shop: www.scubasymphony.com
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