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Parting Shot 1

In issue 57 of this fabulous 
magazine there was an article about 
the Nauticam housing for the Sony 
NEX-5 compact system camera. 
Both the camera and housing look 
superb and plainly are very capable of 
producing top-notch images. For me 
the most interesting part of the article 
was the adaptor which allowed the 
use of old Nikonos lenses - this was 
exciting news.

Exciting that was, until I saw the 
price of used Nikonos lenses on ebay! 
Ah, somewhat less excited now but 
the idea of using ‘old’ lenses got me 
thinking.

Being in the market for an 
upgrade from compact cameras, I 
plumped for the Olympus E-PL1 PEN 
camera & Olympus housing combo 
supplied by my friends at Cameras 
Underwater. This rig’s compact size 
and lightness of the housing suits my 
style perfectly and a plus point was 
the Olympus adaptor with a 67mm 
thread which fits over the top of 
the port and allows the use of ‘wet’ 
lenses.

And here’s where the ‘old’ 
lens link comes in; Since I’ve been 
shooting underwater, my most 
favoured macro lenses have been the 
Sea & Sea 3T (1:3) and 2T (1:2) for 

the Motor Marine II 
which work perfectly 
with compact digicams 
and (in my humble 
opinion) have better 
edge sharpenss than any 
other supplementary 
macro lens on the 
market. Sadly I had 
given up on being able 
to use these lenses when 
I switched to a larger 
camera and was resigned 
to buying a dedicated 
land-based macro lens 
for my close-up work, 
but it’s got to be worth a 
go hasn’t it?

So some glue, a 
67-62mm stepping ring 
and a trip to my local 
rockpool later I have 
fallen in love with these 
MMII lenses all over again. Screwed 
onto the front of the Olympus flat 
port, to my amazement, they work a 
treat. The 3T gives a working distance 
of about 7cm from the port when the 
kit lens is zoomed to 42mm & gives 
outstanding results. The 2T gets me 
even closer so I’m eagerly awaiting 
this years Nudibranch season with 
renewed vigour!

Dan Bolt
www.underwaterpics.co.uk

Hermit Crab (Pagurus bernhardus) (approx 20mm tall)
Olympus E-PL1 F/16, 1/160th ISO100, YS110a strobe
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Do you have an interesting shot with a short 
story behind it?

If so e mail us and yours could be the next 
“Parting shot”.

peter@uwpmag.com

Parting Shot 2

Save one’s ass is an 
expression in the English 
language for the occasion 
when someone has been got 
out of trouble. Sometimes it 
needs to be taken literally.

When the summer 
diving season ends in Estonia 
and the water temperature 
drops to 4 degrees, the wish 
for warmer waters raises its 
head. My own exploration 
program’s Southeast Asian 
chapter got its new page in 
the Philippines last autumn. 
To organize my dives I chose 
Sea-Explorers Philippines. 
They run several dive centers 
on different islands in the 
Visayas and they have a very 
comfortable island hopping 
system between these 
destinations.

My first stop was in 
their center in Dauin, which 
is located on the South-
Eastern coast of the Negros 
island. There are many 
very interesting dive spots 
around Dauin but one of the 
highlights is definately the 
Island of Apo. My second 
dive in the waters of this 

paradisiacal island was almost 
ending when I noticed quite a 
big green sea turtle (Chelonia 
mydas) who was scraching 
his back against the corals. 
To get a better picture, I tried 
to sneak as close to him as 
possible. To my surprise, he 
completely ignored me and 
let me take photos of him 
in peace. After a couple of 
minutes he decided to go to 
the surface for a bit of air 
(usually green sea turtles 
can stay underwater up to 
four or five minutes with 
just one breath). However, 
for some reason, a crocodile 
fish who had been lying on 
the sand closeby bolted after 
him. The reason appeared 
when the turtle returned to 
his former spot between the 
corals - some kind of fishing 
line had got stuck in his tail 
and there was a bundle in the 
end of it. The crocodile fish 
had probably thought it to be 
a potentially catchable fish. 
My guide Rico Alaban came 
closer as well and we decided 
to have a closer look at it. 
The turtle didn’t even blink. 

First, Rico tried to detangle 
the line but then it came clear 
that it wasn’t around the tail, 
but inside… For a moment 
we were both baffled, but 
then decided to carry on. 
A little bit of kneading and 
careful tugging and Rico 
had the tangle of line in his 
hands. The turtle seemed to 
be completely unbothered 
by our actions. We left him 
scratching himself against his 
favourite piece of coral and 
finished our dive.

Every year thousands 
of sea turtles die from eating 
non-degradable debris. So it 
is always worth cleaning the 
corals from plastic and fishing 
lines when noticed, not only 
in AWARE Cleanup Day. 

Kaido Haagen
www.kaidohaagen.com


