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News, Travel & Events
Tonga Humpback Whale 
Expedition on Nai’a,
September 02-12, 2011. 

Award-winning photographers Mark Strickland 
and Douglas Hoffman are hosting a special 10 
day humpback whale expedition in Tonga aboard 
the renowned, newly refurbished live-aboard 
vessel, Nai’a. This special trip will be dedicated to 
observing, photographing and especially swimming 
with the large population of Humpback Whales that 
visit these islands every year to mate and give birth. 
Swimming with these magnificent animals truly is 
an experience of a lifetime, and spaces are limited… 
don’t miss this opportunity!  

To reserve your spot, please mention Mark 
or Douglas when you contact the Nai’a office at 
explore@naia.com.fj  Cost: US$4986 p/p, plus fuel 
surcharge.

http://tinyurl.com/28le25v

Doug and Mieko Hoffman 
received Eastman Kodak  
Awards 

Maui based photographers Doug and Mieko 
Hoffman received Eastman Kodak  Awards for 
Photographic Excellence yesterday at the 2010 
Professional Photographers of Hawaii annual 
banquet. This is a national award from  Kodak given 
to select professionals. 

Doug’s image was a B&W portrait  of a 
Humpback Whale and Mieko’s was a digital 
painting of a lion fish. This is the first time that 
a husband and wife received the award as  well 
as the first time the awards were for underwater 
photography. The portraits will join other Kodak 
award winners in a special exhibition at the National 
Professional Photographers of America convention 
in January. In Jan 2012 Douglas will receive the 
associations Masters of Photography.

Douglas and Mieko have worked in Manado, 
Ambon, Palau, Yap, and Hawaii as dive instructors, 
and since 1998 have owned Maui Photography 
Inc. The company offers on location portraiture in 
Hawaiii, landscape, portraiture, and underwater 
photography workshops in Maui. Two or three times 
a year Douglas leads a group to photograph sharks 
and colorful reefs in Fiji, and Southern Hemisphere 
Humpback whales in Tonga.

www.douglasjhoffman.com
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British Underwater Image 
Festival Competition 2011
Deadline: 7th January 2011

The British 
Underwater Image 
Festival (BUIF) 
competition is in it’s 
sixth consecutive year 
and is free to enter. 
Video and stills are 
represented in the entry 
categories, with specific 
classes for images shot 
in the UK. Sponsors 
have offered thousands 
of pounds worth of 
prizes across the stills 
and video categories.

The finalists will be showcased at The Big 
Scuba Show at Olympia, London on 19–20 
February 2011. A dedicated image theatre will host 
the video and visitors will be able to view the stills 
images at the show.

Award-winning photographer Alex Mustard, 
British Society of Underwater Photographers 
cofounder Colin Doeg, renowned British 
photographer Charles Hood and DIVE editor 
Simon Rogerson are judging the stills competition. 
The DVDs will be judged by BBC natural history 
film-maker Peter Scoones, Colin Doeg and Simon 
Rogerson.

www.divemagazine.co.uk

RULES FOR VIDEO 
•  All submissions must be PAL format on DVD.
•  Films must have been shot or broadcast during 2010.
•  The finalists’ films will be shown throughout The Big Scuba Show 

on 19–20 February 2011, with documentaries interspersed with shorts.
•  Judging will take place in advance of The Big Scuba Show and the 

decision of the judges will be final.

RULES FOR PRINT STILLS 
•  Maximum of six prints per entrant per category (Open, Digital and British).
•  Maximum of one entry per person for the portfolio category.
•  There is no entry fee.
•  Prints must be no larger than A4, including borders, and will be mounted 

by DIVE.
•  Portfolios must be six 5in x 7in images with a border of at least 3mm on 

each edge, accompanied by a guide showing in which order they should be 
viewed, with three images on top and three on the bottom – again, they will 
be mounted by DIVE. 

•  All prints must be labelled on the reverse with photographer’s name, 
category, where the picture was taken and equipment used. 

•  Entries for the Digital Compact category must be taken with a compact 
digital camera. Please include your camera’s make and model on this form 
in the space provided.

BRITISH UNDERWATER 
IMAGE FESTIVAL

2011

BU FBU F

Entry form
YOUR DETAILS
Name 

Address 

  Postcode 

Telephone 

Email 

OPEN
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, max 6 per entrant)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

DIGITAL COMPACT
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, max 6 per entrant)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

CAMERA MAKE AND MODEL: _______________________________________

PORTFOLIO   

PORTFOLIO SETUP  
Please number your 
pictures on the 
reverse to coincide 
with the placement

BRITISH
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, max 6 per entrant)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

PROFESSIONAL
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, 30 minutes max)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

BRITISH
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, 10 minutes max)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

AMATEUR
NUMBER OF ENTRIES (please circle, 10 minutes max)  
1  2  3  4  5  6

Please send all entries to arrive by 7 January 2011 to: 
DIVE Magazine, British Underwater Image Festival,
One Victoria Villas, Richmond, Surrey TW9 2GW

PRINT COMPETITION (please tick appropriate box)

VIDEO COMPETITION (please tick appropriate box)

1 2 3

4 5 6

www.divemagazine.co.uk     45

Buif entry form_NOV10.indd   1 07/10/2010   12:04

Come and enjoy a show as exciting as diving 
itself! Check out the latest kit, discover the hottest 
dive destinations, meet the experts and enjoy our 
great interactive features and events. There will be 
something for everyone from the most experienced 
hardcore diver to the absolute beginner wanting to 
get involved.

Our country partner is Egypt, the most popular 
holiday destination for British divers with the 
wonderful reefs of the Red Sea. The British Sub-
Aqua Club is our other partner – the largest dive 
club in the world and the heart and soul of UK 
diving.

All the fun of scuba diving and all under one 
roof at Olympia in the centre of London with great 
transport links.  Not only will you be able to buy 
the latest kit and accessories, but you will be able 
to enjoy our fun features. Take a giant step forward 
and join us.

To keep up with all the latest news about the 
show follow us on Facebook, Twitter or on our own 
free App - The Big Scuba Show - now available on 
ITunes.

www.thebigscubashow.com

19/20th February 2011
Olympia
London

Our World Underwater Photo 
and Video Competition
Deadline: 17th January, 2011

Underwater photographers of all levels, from 
novice to professionals, are invited to compete in 
what has become the “Superbowl” of international 
underwater imagery events, for over $75,000 of 
world-class prizes! Additionally, Best of Show will 
receive an additional cash prize of $1,000!

The Our World Underwater international 
underwater photography and video competition has 
become one of the biggest and most prestigious in 
the world. The competition celebrates and highlights 
the art of underwater photography as well as the 
beauty of the ocean. Underwater photographers and 
videographers have become the unsung heroes of 
the most important ecosystem on earth. During a 
time when the oceans are in crisis, a growing global 
community of scuba divers and photographers have 
become the eyes and ears of the ocean, helping to 
educate and inspire the rest of the world.

http://underwatercompetition.com
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Steve Fox and the staff of Deep 
Blue Resort will be your hosts for the 
week as you seek out Whale Sharks. 

March and April are peak times 
for sightings so during this time you 
can expect to be joined by a number 
of researchers who often hold talks 
and presentations in the evenings as 
they are keen to share their knowledge 
and findings with you. 

You too can take part in 
the research project simply by 
photographing as many individuals 
as you can! You don’t need to be an 
expert photographer; all you need 
to achieve is clear images of the 
sharks. The main area to aim for is 
the animal’s natural spot patterning 
behind the gills on the left side 
(primary patterning) and right side 

Whale sharks of Utila
1st-9th April 2011
Leader: Steve Fox and the staff of Deep Blue resort

(secondary patterning). From the 
photographs, these spots are mapped 
into the Ecocean database and 
pattern-recognition software scans 
for matches to previously identified 
animals. This data can be collected 
from a safe distance and without any 
harm to the shark. More importantly, 
photo-identification data is valuable 
far beyond the very limited timeframe 
of conventional plastic tagging. The 
data you collect will help build ‘life 
histories’ for each animal, and with an 
estimated life span for Whale Sharks 
of 60+ years, your data will have a 
long-term impact on global whale 
shark research and conservation.

www.divequest.co.uk

Photo by Wally Deihl

http://www.alor-divers.com
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DOLPHIN DREAM
Bahamas Live Aboard Diving

and
Big Animal Encounters.

Expeditions to:
Dive with Tigers Sharks, 

Lemon Sharks, Reef Sharks,
and more.

Snorkel with Friendly 
Wild Dolphin. 

www.sharkexpedition.com
www.dolphindreamteam.com

Ph 001 561 351 9354
inform@dolphindreamteam.com

Spacious and comfortable expedition trawler
Owner Operated

Small groups

The special exhibition of the 8th China Guangzhou International Leisure & Recreation Expo 

 

Guangzhou Dive Show 2011                          sales9@grandeurhk.com 1 

2011 China Guangzhou International Dive Show 

Short for: Guangzhou Dive Show 2011 

Date: Mar 3rd –5th, 2011  Venue: China Import and Export Fair Pazhou Complex 

                                                                                                                        

Sponsored by 

Guangdong Enterprises Association for Foreign Economic Cooperation 

Guangdong Province Council for Culture Promotion 

GD-HK Economic & Cooperation Exchange Association 

Organized by 

Guangzhou Grandeur (Hongwei) Exhibition Services Co., Ltd 

Hong Kong Grandeur International Exhibition Group 

Supported by 

Water Sports Administration of State Sport General Administration Center 

China Tourism Research Institute of the National Tourism Administration 

Guangdong Maritime Safety Administration 

Guangdong Provincial Tourism Bureau 

Water Sports Association of Republic 

International Entertainment Industry Association  

International Promotion 

 Profesional Association of Diver Instructor 

 Dive Discovery         Alibaba.com 

 Diver Channel          BizTrade.com 

 X-ray Magazine       Scuba Diving 

 Sport Diver              easytrade.com 

 Dive Pacific            Nautica 

 Sport Diving Magazine/ Dive Log 

Your advert could be here for 
just £50 or less.

For full details visit
www.uwpmag.com/advertising.html

or e mail
peter@uwpmag.com

http://www.uwpmag.com/advertising.html
http://www.dolphindreamteam.com
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DIVING HOLIDAYSTHE ULTIMATE IN

   OUT OF THE ORDINARY 
                                                       INTO THE BLUE

U.K: www.divequest.co.uk
U.S: www.divequest-travel.com

For the fi nest tailor-made underwater photography holidays and 
group trips worldwide phone

U.K 01254 826322 or e-mail divers@divequest.co.uk
U.S toll-free1-877-660-0193 or e-mail divers@divequest-travel.com
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13th CMAS World Underwater 
Photography Championship will be 
held in a small port town Bodrum 
that located in the Aegean Sea 
coast of Turkey in 26-31 May 2011. 
Today, it is an international center 
of tourism, yachting and diving. 
Underwater of Bodrum includes 
so many ancient artifacts, plenty 
marine life and amazing geographical 
structures. All in all, it presents 
so many colorful materials for the 
underwater photographers. During 
2011 Championship, thanks to 
Championship Committee by Turkish 
Underwater Sports Federation, all 
participants will have the opportunity 
to experience famous Turkish 
hospitality and as well as enjoy 
flawless organization.

The last day of application for 
the Championship hosted by Turkish 
Underwater Sports Federation (TSSF) 

13th CMAS World Underwater Photography 
Championship
Bodrum, Turkey
26 - 31 May 2011

is determined as February 25, 2011.
The championships will take 

place in a single event spread over a 
period of 4 days, divided as follows 
one day for practice, two days of 
competition, and one day for judging.

Judgments will be based on all 
those categories; fish, close-up, close 
up with a theme, wide angle without 
a model, wide angle with model. The 
jury is composed of 7 members from 
different nationalities. Finalist photos 
will be selected by closed session and 
will be submitted to public vote in 
1500 seater amphitheater of historical 
The Bodrum Castle of The Knights of 
St.John. The Public voting, carried out 
by special software will determine the 
winners.

www.bodrum2011.com

http://www.divequest.co.uk
http://www.divequest-travel.com
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MSY Seahorse 
Indonesia’s Fine Diving Specialist

Alor: Ambon: Komodo: Raja Ampat: 
Triton Bay

info@indocruises.com

Fine Diving : Fine Cruising 
 Fine Dining 

You may not know this but 
none of the UwP contributors get 
paid. They provide their articles 
and photo talent in support of 
the cause of UwP which aims 
to keep the magazine free for 
anyone to download.

Donations are all handled 
in total security through PayPal 
and you can also pay securely 
by credit card using the PayPal 
links.

Your donations will be 
distributed to the contributors 
of each issue on a pro rata 

basis i.e. the more pages 
they contribute, the more their 
percentage.

When deciding how much 
you want to donate please bear 
in mind that PayPal’s charge for 
amounts smaller than £3 or $6 
can be as high as 24%!! Whilst I 
accept that PayPal is absolutely 
brilliant and safe, I don’t want 
this to become a ‘Donate a lot to 
PayPal”!!

You can make a donation in 
either US $ dollars, UK £ sterling 
or € Euros by following this link

UwP is free to download because the 
contributors give their time, talent 
and knowledge for free.
Please, make a donation to the UwP 
contributors and help keep UwP free 
to download.

Donate here

www.uwpmag.com/donate.html

mailto:info%40indocruises.com?subject=Your%20advert%20in%20UwP%20magazine
http://www.uwpmag.com/donate.html
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I have always been interested 
in magic, especially escapes since 
I was a little girl.  I was always 
trying to beat the boys in whatever 
they did.  I always had the attitude, 
“anything you can do, I can do 
better”. Whether it was rope 
climbing or breath holds in the pool, 
I was always competitive. 

In high school, I saw an 
old Tony Curtis film where he 
portrayed the great Houdini. I was 
mesmerized.  To see what the Master 
of Escape did to challenge himself 
exhilarated me.  The way Houdini 
captivated audiences worldwide 
with his daring feats really inspired 
me. 

I immediately began trying 
to re-enact some of his escapes. 
Of course if you know me you 
know that simply duplicating 
Harry’s escapes was not enough.  I 
needed to surpass the master.  So 
in my training, I have worked on 
increasing my strength,   breath hold 
times and the ability to deal with 

Alexanderia 
the Great
World record 
underwater 
escapologist

more pain.  Now for instance I can 
escape from twice as much weight 
as Houdini did in his underwater 
escapes. 

My first practices began with 
simple rope escapes in my pool, 
which proved successful. I felt the 
need to move on to shackles and 
chains like the great Houdini but 
wanted to surmount his previous 
stunts. Ironically enough, I later 
found out that Houdini refused to 
use rope in underwater escapes as 
he said it was too unpredictable. www.alexanderiathegreat.com

Funny, as I love the challenge 
and ropes are still my favorite 
escapes to do.  Just call me the 
Queen of Extreme.

Once I mastered escaping 
from rope underwater, I 
graduated to chains,  then 
shackles.  I  am learning 
to master the art of lock 
picking.  I just set a new 
world record for the fastest 
extreme straitjacket escape. 
My regulation strait jacket was 
secured by 50 feet of chain 
and 10 padlocks. I escaped in 
2mins 37 secs.  

I am currently looking 
for sponsors to help me with 
my next death defying escape 
show. 


