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Donations are all handled in 
total security through PayPal and you 
can also pay securely by credit card 
using the PayPal links.

Your donations will be 
distributed to the contributors of 
each issue on a pro rata basis i.e. 
the more pages they contribute, the 
more their percentage.

When deciding how much you 
want to donate please bear in mind 

that PayPal’s charge for amounts 
smaller than £3 or $6 can be as 
high as 24%!! Whilst I accept that 
PayPal is absolutely brilliant and 
safe, I don’t want this to become a 
‘Donate a lot to PayPal”!!

You can make a donation in 
either US $ dollars, UK £ sterling or 
€ Euros by following this link:

www.uwpmag.com/donate.html

You can donate here

We tip waiters, taxi drivers, bell boys etc, so 
why not tip UwP contributors?

They provide their time and talent 
for free!

UwP contributors provide their articles 
and photo talent for free to support UwP 
and keep it free for anyone to download. 
They are true supporters of the 
Underwater Photography Community.

Luck, instinct, creative or chance?  I’m not sure if any 
apply to this month’s ‘behind the shot’ but one thing I do know 
is that it’s unlike any I have taken before and I cannot foresee 
an opportunity for repeating it in the future!

I had just finished a dive on the wreck of the Giannis 
D at Abu Nuhas in the Egyptian Red Sea.  Our boatman 
was manoeuvring our small inflatable to pick up other 
photographers.  With one hand on the tiller, he turned in a slow 
but sharp 180-degree direction.  As he did so I noticed how 
this particular movement of the boat had ‘slicked’ the surface 
of the water. For a moment the water was glass calm and the 
sight of a huge portion of the wreck came into view.  Whilst 
I had witnessed this phenomenon countless times before, I 
must have failed to notice the potential to make an unusual 
picture.  I reacted quickly but instinctively. I grabbed the 
nearest facemask to hand, reached for my housing, turned my 
flashguns to ‘off’, and for the very first time in my life, set my 
camera exposure mode to ‘P’ Program. 

“Someone grab my legs?”  I leant over the side with just 
my face in the water and took about five shots looking down on 
the wreck.  Within seconds the slick effect of the water surface 
diminished and the normal surface chop returned. Feet first, 
I was hauled back into the boat, eager to shield from the sun 
the LCD screen on the back of my housing to see what I had 
produced.  I was hopeful! But had my choice of Program mode 
captured the shot in my minds eye?  Back on our live-aboard 
I could view the results in comfort.  I was pleased.  I felt that 
I had captured a unique angle on of the Giannis D, which I 
had not previously seen before. And whilst many of you may 

have tried this technique before, I had never given it a second 
thought.

What have I learnt from this opportunity?  Without doubt 
to act on instinct and reaction, no matter how barmy an idea 
might seem.  Trust your judgement, your gut feeling and most 
of all, your eye.  An opportunity does not present itself until 

Behind the Shot
with Martin Edge

Giannis D at Abu Nuhas . 250th sec F3.3 with a 10.5mm fisheye 
lens on 200 ISO .
As I was leaning over the side of the inflatable a member of the 
group grabbed the nearest camera available and snapped my 
antics. Notice the housing is only a few cm below the surface.  
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you recognise it as just that! An 
opportunity.  Now I am much more 
likely to act on instinct than I have 
ever done in the past.

Martin Edge
www.edgeunderwaterphotography.com

DIVEQUEST

For more information call:
01254 826322

www.divequest.co.uk

Tailor-made world-wide diving holidays 
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Everything under the sea...

http://www.edgeunderwaterphotography.co.uk
http://www.scuba.co.uk/Travel/Escorted/martin_edge.htm

