My Underwater Dogs

by Brooke Mayo

- B e A
+ g T g A
e . B lo gy il
L T o Y P R
. et ¥, e

t

f

&

WL il
71 4" I
AL LYY

You could say my career as a photographer
started with dogs. I’ve actually had an interest in
dogs longer than photography, but a series of dog
portraits from my uncle really piqued my interested
in capturing dog’s moments with a camera.

After studying photography at Appalachian
State University and The University of Western
Sydney in Australia, I worked with Joyce Tenneson
and Lois Greenfield in New York City. Traveling
to some of the most fascinating places on earth
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allowed me to gain experience and solidify my love
of photography. During this time, I also realized
my childhood home was a place I wanted to call
“home” again, and I moved to the Outer Banks in
2003.

A major part of my photography business
in North Carolina is weddings, but it’s my
“Underwater Dogs” project that truly captures
my heart. I consider my style to be sassy and fun,
silly and unexpected. I approach my compositions

in most cases as a silent observer of life’s simple
nuances.

I have a love and admiration for the
unconditional acceptance that a dog can share with
its owner, or “doggie friend” as I like to call them.
I enjoy playing with my own dogs and discovered
how their personalities served as entertaining and
heart-warming subjects, but it was while my dogs
were splashing through the water that the true spirit
and freedom of being a dog was apparent.
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I thrive on the unseen moments
underwater — those few precious
seconds that are missed observing
playtime above water. I discovered
that taking my camera below the
surface of the water allowed me to
explore another world that created so
much joy for dogs.

I have always known how happy
it makes my dogs to jump in the water
after a toy, but I never viewed their
expressions and the diligence they
use to retrieve something for me. Not
only do they love it, but they enjoy
it even more because it makes me
happy. Dogs want to please, so while
diving to the bottom of a pool is super
fun for them, they thrive on us being
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excited when they bring their toy
back.

Most of the dogs I’ve worked
with are quite comfortable in the
water, and when they’re diving they’re
so graceful and overjoyed. You can
see it in their faces — the way they
jump carefree into the pool and dive
with their eyes wide open searching
for their toy. 1love seeing their
“jubblies” fly back to reveal their teeth
as their tongue curls in the bottom of
their mouth.

To capture dogs underwater, |
submerge myself with scuba weights
and wait for a toy to be thrown in
front of the camera. I will start in the
shallow end (3-5 feet) and then move

WWW.uwpmag.com



your heart on your sleeve,” and it’s usually reserved
for people, but I can’t help but feel that all dogs

are able to display that better than us. We should
consider that one of their greater traits.

deeper as they get more excited. Sometimes the
dogs will do paw-stands on the bottom of the pool
completely upside down, it’s amazing to watch!!

I set the camera to multiple shots/second and as
soon as the dog enters the water, I begin capturing
images, 4-5 frames/jump. After several leaps they
let me know when it’s a wrap. I use a Nikon D200
with an Ikelite housing and one off camera strobe.

I am currently producing an underwater art
book called, H2Arf!-Underwater Dogs, which
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documents “diving dogs” at play, from the

bottom of the pool or ocean floor and offering
destination doggie shoots, traveling around the
country photographing all types of dogs at play and
underwater.

Combining the best of both worlds,
photography and dogs, has allowed me to grow as
an artist. Dogs are the best subjects to work with,
because they don’t hold their emotions; they let you
know how they feel. There is a phrase, “To wear

Brooke Mayo

www.brookemayo.com

Brooke Mayo has been photographing

weddings, portraits and dogs for more than six
years and is recognized as one of the Outer Banks’
leading photojournalists. She is a recipient of

The Bride’s Book 2008 Readers Choice Award
and an award-winning member of WPJA. Brooke
Mayo Photography, Inc. has been featured in top
wedding publications such as Grace Ormonde’s
Wedding Style, BRIDES, The Bride’s Book, The
Knot, Destination Weddings and Honeymoons and
Vow.

Mayo lives in North Carolina’s Outer Banks

with her husband and winemaker John Wright
and her dogs Weebler and Biskers.
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We tip waiters, taxi drivers, bell boys etc, so
We/’ve/ O CO‘\/Q/VBd/' why not tip UwP contributors?
y ’ | They provide their time and talent

for free!

_."

Filters for digital compact 4
CIMeras Gndarwater

Filters for digital
phatography
undgrwater

UwP contributors provide their articles
and photo talent for free to support UwP
and keep it free for anyone to download.
They are true supporters of the
Underwater Photography Community.
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lightjohotog raphy; : Donations are all handled in that PayPal’s charge for amounts
o gresn wotE ! total security through PayPal and you smaller than £3 or $6 can be as
- can also pay securely by credit card high as 24%!! Whilst | accept that
using the PayPal links. PayPal is absolutely brilliant and
Your donations will be safe, | don’t want this to become a
Magic filters are now available in 3 options. distributed to the contributors of ‘Donate a lot to PayPal”!!
Original Magic for use in blue water with DSLR and each issue on a pro rata basis i.e. You cgn make a donation in
. . the more pages they contribute, the either US § dollars, UK £ sterling or
compact Cam_eras with Manual White _Balance’ . more their percentage. € Euros by following this link:
Auto-Magic for compact cameras in automatic When deciding how much you
point and shoot mode. want to donate please bear in mind www.uwpmag.com/donate.html

GreenWater Magic for use in green water with
DSLR and compact cameras with Manual White
Balance.

Prices start at just £19.

www. magic-flers.com = —

You can donate here DOMATE



http://www.uwpmag.com/donate.html
http://www.magic-filters.com

