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In the Cape of Storms, South
Africa, most dive operators choose
Yamaha outboards. On a day when
the seas were hinting that they
might live up to the name, our boat
was asked to escort another vessel
back to port.

Unusually it didn’t sport
Yamahas - and it had engine
trouble. Michael, our Cox, nodded
towards the boat. “Less money
motors”, he stated dismissively.
“You pay less money for them and
then you have less money forever
more while you try to keep them up
and running”.

Would be underwater
photographers often fall into the
same trap. I did myself. As a kid I
went through a succession of
underwater cameras. I started with a
Nemrod Siluro. The flashgun never
worked underwater and while I
could afford film, my pocket money
would never stretch to processing.
Next I had a Kodak pocket camera
in a Scubisnap housing. It was
secondhand and when my father
wound it on the film advance lever
fell apart. On the one trip I did with
it I could take only one shot per
dive.

It was like having everlasting
film. Next I upgraded to an
Agfamatic 4000 camera in a Guppy.
I got great pool shots for my college
project. But the housing lacked
clips and as I rolled backwards off
the boat the housing parted in the
middle and I had my first soggy
camera . Then there was the
Praktica BCX in a EWA Marine
housing. At 12 metres the operating
glove bonded to my hand like a
superglued phropholactic. Focusing
using the special toothed ring was
similar to pushing a ferris wheel
round by hand.

For all of my many systems
and cumulative expense, my sum

total of underwater pictures
probably numbered fewer than fifty
shots. I’m particularly proud of one
picture which almost shows my
diving partner. Those who knew his
Cressi Pinochio mask could often
guess his identity after gentle
hinting from this single darkly
green image.

Now of course I own Ocean
Optics and with that comes access
to unbounded technology. And
guess what? Now I have in focus
properly exposed pictures. Of
course, all of this comes at a cost. In
my case I bought a business. Most
underwater photographers don’t go
that far. But the successful ones
may well have several thousand
pounds tied up in camera
equipment. Why so much? Because
that is simply what it costs to get
good underwater images.

At Optics we regularly run
into the “Less Money” aftermath.
There was the Dive Show classic. A
guy got an F90 housing system.
Unfortunately it was a model that
had been found wanting and had
been rapidly replaced. The dealer
was probably ecstatic to stick
someone else with the housing he
himself had previously been stuck
with. Even happier to ditch the
miniature macro strobe. We found
out about this when the happy
owner called us for a flash cable.
We had to tell him we didn’t carry
that housing brand, and why, and
that he’d got an old under specified
model.

Then we had to tell him that
his macro strobe was not going to
do much for his 20mm wideangle
lens. All information we could have
freely given him before he’d made
his purchase.

Then there was the gentleman
with the secondhand Subal housing
bought from one of our competitors.

Armed with their advice, he had
acquired a very nice (and
expensive) Nikon autofocus zoom.
Eventually, in desperation, he called
Optics. Why, he demanded to know,
would his zoom not couple properly
to his housing? Because, we
explained, no housing permits use
of pull/push zoom lenses. Only
rotary action models.

The stories continue unabated.
Time and again we are confronted
by people who got great deals
elsewhere but have this minor
problem.... The moral is pretty clear.

Don’t equate a great
price with a great
deal. The best deal
puts you in the
water with
equipment that
works.

Steve Warren

The Less Money Bite Back

Warren’s word
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Advertisers
UwP is dependent upon
advertisers. Please say

“I saw their advert in UwP”

Your advert
could be here

Each issue of UwP is
downloaded nearly 20,000 times by
underwater photographers worldwide.
We can supply statistics to show this.

The graphs show how many
times each issue of UwP has been
downloaded and how quick the
response is when each issue is
available..

If you manufacture, distribute or
sell underwater photographic
equipment, UwP provides you with the
most targetted audience. No other
publication can do this.

For an advertising pack, please
e mail adverts@uwpmag.co.uk.

Our rates knock spots off the
conventional magazines!

Classifieds

Book a classified in UwP
A classified advert in UwP will be downloaded over 20,000 times by
underwater photographers worldwide. You can sell or buy your
equipment for a flat fee of just £5 (or £10 with a coloured box
surround) payable by Visa, Mastercard or cheque.
Your advert can include up to 50 words and will be read by over
20,000 underwater photographers.
No othermagazine can offer such a concentrated circulation.
We recommend that you use e mail as your contact address.

For sale
Sea & Sea 12mm Fisheye lens &
matching viewfinder for Nikonos
Mint condition £700. Fuji Provia F
iso400  Expiry date02/2003. Sell at
£2.50 each(min of 5 rolls). 14 rolls
available.. Suunto wrist compass
£15. Oceanic 1:1 and 2:1 extension
tubes and framers. £25.
David Barker Tel 01732 883037
(evngs). E-mail:
david@wealden.demon.co.uk

2   Sea & Sea
4   Reef rainforest
4   Ocean Optics
9   Backscatter
10 Subal
15 Gates
16 Bonica
23 Andy Cobb diving
23 Ocean Optics
27 Divequest
37 Ocean Optics
43 Ocean Leisure

FOR SALE:
Nikonos 4 and SB101 flash
complete.
Good condition, £425.  (Blackburn,
Lancs.)  Email (preferred):
j.n.c@btinternet.com (or call 01254
774336).

For Sale
Nikonos V plus 35 mm lens with
YS 60 TTL strobe (with box), with
metal case. Very Good condition,
used for around 25 rolls of film this
summer.
Reason for sale: changing systems
New £1400, will sell for £ 950 o.n.o
e mail Curran@altc.freeserve.co.uk

For sale
Nikon F5 body £700.
Nikkor 20-35mm £700
Nikkor 16mm £600
Contact Peter Rowlands
020 8399 5709 (UK) or e mail
peter@uwpmag.co.uk

A classified advert in UwP costs just £5
E mail the text of your advert to classifieds@uwpmag.co.uk.  You can include your
credit card number and expiry date  or fax it to 020 8399 5709 or send a cheque to:
Ocean Optics Ltd, 13 Langley Avenue, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 6QN



UwP 54

Issue 1 contents
Illustrated articles/slide presentations:

Wakatobi, world's richest reefs......................Carlos Villoch
Mergui, Burma's mysterious archipelago.......Mark Webster
Bonegi 1, WWII wrecks in the Solomon Is....Mike McCoy
Plymouth, diving in the U.K.............................Ken Byrne
Great White Sharks, without a cage ................Tim Rock
In Water Recompression................................Walter Starck
Aussie Train Dive, Busselton Jetty...................Jeff Mullins

Video Features

Flower Garden Banks, Gulf of Mexico......Clay Coleman
Coral Sea Odyssey, Australia....................Walter Starck

Issue 1 Video CD Magazine £9.40

A unique concept in underwater photography

Hundreds of
top
quality images

Top quality video

You’ve got to see the quality!

Issue 2
Video CD

£9.40 inc

A unique concept in underwater photography

You’ve got to see the quality!

Contents
Illustrated articles/slide presentations:
The Color Yellow, a superb slide show.......Edward Snjiders
Desert Isles, of the Coral Sea......................Walter Starck
Secrets of the SW coast of the UK..............Mark Webster
Macro in New Zealand .........................Wade and Jan Doak
The Saltwater people of Lau Lagoon.............Mike McCoy
Lost Fleet of the Rock Islands, Palau.............Tim Rock
Decompression, new advances..multi contributors
Video and Slide Presentations, techniques.....Roger Roth

Video Features
Down and Dirty, in PNG and Indonesia........Ray Izumi
Byron Bay Down Under, Australia..Tim Hochgrebe

Short articles
Sealions of Pearson I., South Australia........Andrew Bowie
Gift for the Emperor, Andros I., Bahamas....Walter Starck
Stromatolites of Shark Bay, West Australia.....Jeff Mullins
Humpback Whales of Roca Partida...........Carlos Villoch
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Contents
Illustrated articles/slide presentations:
Bahamas Dreaming.................................Vasco Pinhol
Cuda Tales...............................................Walter Starck
Tattoo Odyssey.........................................Tim Rock
Bonaire, Divers Paradis............................Mark Webster
Norway's coral reefs.................................Espen Rekdal
Brazilian paradise.....................................Marcelo Krause

Video and Premiere Slideshow Features
Dreams of a Rainbow Sea.........................Michael Aw
Red Sea Rhapsody.....................................edward snijders
Commensalism on coral reefs...................Roger Steene
Tiger sharks - Great Barrier reef...............Walter Starck
Deep in the Philippines................... ..........Stewart Sy
Short articles
Solo Diving Revisited, Red S....................Roger Roth
Polyp Figures, Image technique................Walter Starck

Issue 3 Video CD Magazine £9.40 inc

A unique concept in underwater photography

Hundreds of top
quality images in
articles and

Top quality video

You’ve got to see the quality!

GOLDEN DOLPHIN Video CD Magazine is a
new venture breaking new ground in dive publishing.
We are actively seeking content, subscriptions,
distribution, suggestions, criticism and web links. If you
have anything to offer, please contact the editor.

For additional information see
www.goldendolphin.com.

Golden Dolphin is a subscription CD containing
high quality images, articles and video clips.

Like Underwater Photography magazine it is an
excellent example of the future of publishing.

A Six  issue subscription costs U.S.$42 ($7/issue)
and back   issues are U.S. $10 each.

Subscribe by mail  to:
Golden Dolphin
72 Paxton Street
 Townsville, QLD 4810
 Australia
To subscribe via the net go to
http://www.goldendolphin.com

Golden Dolphin CDs are now available in the UK from

Ocean Optics
13 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2 5AQ

Tel 020 7930 8408 Fax 020 7839 6148



UwP 56

Improve your image
Subtronic

Subal

Offering the most versatile macro system in the world

today, Nexus make possible extreme close up photography
unavailable from any other housing line.

Bonica
The Snapper builds into a neat system

capable of creative pictures down to 150 ft,
even in low visibility. It’s so simple to use and,
with prices starting at just £129, it’s stunning
value for money. This really is a breakthrough
in price and performance. There’s no better
introduction to underwater photography.

The legendary housing of choice for
many of the worlds top underwater image
makers.

Now available for the Nikon F100. These are the ultimate strobes. With fast 2
second recycling, optional laser aiming light and
colour temperature control, prices start at just £749.

Nexus
Nikonos

   The classic underwater camera.
We stock the range and have a fully
Nikon authorised workshop facility.

Ocean Optics
13 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2N 5AQ
Tel 020 7930 8408  Fax 020 7839 6148

Visit our web site for the latest news and special deals

http://www.oceanoptics.co.uk

Our aim at Ocean Optics is
to keep you shooting.

That’s why we provide a
full servicing facility in our

own workshops for all
Nikonos, Nexus and Subal

equipment we import.
We even have loan

equipment for those
impossible deadlines!

If you choose to be
an Ocean Optics client,
you will benefit from the

best support in the
business


