
Readers Lives
Thomas Knoll gamma tool?

With PhotoShop 4 came a great 
tool call Gamma Version 2. It is not a 
plug-in but a standalone application 
which allows you to adjust the 
Gamma of your monitor on the fly. It 
DOES NOT actually alter any images 
themselves that you are working on 
- it simply alters the whole screen 
appearance temporally. Unfortunately 
it only works under Mac OS9. I have 
searched the web to see if Thomas 
Knoll ever wrote one for OSX but 
have drawn a blank. Does anyone 
know if he did or if there is an 
alternative please? Note: I want only 
to adjust the screen itself temporarily, 
quickly and on the fly - I know how to 
do more permanent changes!

The actual reason for doing 
this is to blow the gamma right out 
on an image just using the monitor. 
Then be able to work on the image  
in photoshop with the gamma still 
blown. Do any subtle changes that 
you cannot see on the screen with 
normal gamma setting then obviously 
change the gamma back to normal 
again - or is there a different way to 
do this?

Charles Hood
www.Oceans-image.com
charles@dive.uk.com

Cold hands, hot water

First, thanks for your great 
magazine!

I was slightly concerned by 
something I saw mentioned several 
times, the idea of warming cold 
hands by dumping warm water into 
the gloves. You mention it after your 
iceland trip, and an earlier article 
(UwP13??) in the context of an ice 
dive.

I learned how to dive in Sweden, 
so am used to cold water. In my 
CMAS 2-star course we were told 
NOT to warm our hands in warm 
water. The risk is that the blood 
vessels in the hands open up too 
quickly, allowing still-chilled blood 
to flow into the heart. This can cause 
problems. The other risk is that 
opening the capilaries means that 
they are no longer catching any small 
gas bubbles that otherwise may have 
been stopped at the hands (Not that 
we would ever push the limits of dive 
tables and get bubbles...)

Look, I’ve got nowhere near your 
dive experience, and maybe I’m being 
over cautious, but I was curious if you 
had considered these possibilities?

Glenn
d.g.lawyer@medisin.uio.no

Hi Glenn
I guess sometimes you are so 

cold you forget the rules! The water 

we used was warm rather than hot but 
I can imagine that water which was 
too hot would cause problems. 

Both Charlie Hood and I 
survived and he has a shot of me on 
the front cover of Time UK magazine 
this week. (See his explanation later in 
this issue).

Ed

Win a free annual 
subscription to UwP!

UwP is not getting enough 
‘Readers Lives’ letters so, from the 
next issue, every letter will win a 
free annual subscription to UwP so 
get writing!

Readers Lives
peter@uwpmag.com

This space is 
yours for as 
little as $290

	 UwP issues are 
downloaded by over 33,000 
underwater photographers 
worldwide and we can 
guarantee they are all 
interested in underwater 
photography.
	 No other diving publication 
can make this claim.
	 So if you are an 
underwater photo equipment 
manufacturer or retailer, dive 
travel agent or dive resort you 
will not get a more targeted 
audience.
	 UwP is a truly 
international magazine.
	 Promote your products/
services to the world.
For further details visit 

www.uwpmag.com

or e mail 

peter@uwpmag.com

http://www.uwpmag.com/cgi-bin/ntlinktrack.cgi?http://www.uwpmag.com/sponsors1.html?referrer=UwP25&ad=qtr
mailto: peter@uwpmag.com?subject=UwP25-Ad%20Space&body=This%20email%20generated%20from%20UwP%20issue%2025


Ocean Optics and Mavericks Diving. Your One Stop London Dive Centre.
		  At our new central London showrooms you’ll discover only 
the finest underwater camera equipment. As underwater photographers 
ourselves, we have the experience to select the products that will help you 
make great underwater images. And our reputation, built over a quarter of 
a century, means we never have to offer second best - top designers and 
manufacturers want us to represent them. 
	 We’re exclusive UK agents for Subal, Nexus, Subtronic and Inon, as 
well as major stockists of Canon, Sony and Olympus housings.But the best 
equipment is nothing without the best advice. 

	 At Optics we’ll never hard sell you or push you to buy something you don’t need.  It’s our passion for honesty and service that’s won 
us the custom of so many of the Uk’s top shooters. 
	 Now we’re taking those same qualities and applying them to diving equipment. So when you visit Ocean Optics, you’ll also have 
access to superb scuba and freediving kit through our sister company Mavericks Diving Ltd.
Ocean Optics and Mavericks Diving. Your one stop London underwater and recreational diving centre.

Ocean Optics and Mavericks Diving 
7 Bush House Arcade, Bush House

Aldwych, London , WC2B 4PA
Tel 020 7240 8193   Fax 020 7240 7938

www.oceanoptics.co.uk

www.mavericksdiving.co.uk

Ocean Optics
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