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Book reviews
The Essential 
Underwater 
Photography Manual 
by Denise Nielsen Tackett 
and Larry Tackett.

The problem with any book 
which sets out to call itself the 
ʻessential  ̓guide to any subject is 
that it must inevitably fail some 
readers in some aspects; what you or 
I may find absolutely crucial in the 
quest for underwater photographic 
perfection may well not rate so highly 
in anotherʼs eyes.  Nonetheless, the 
Tacketts have come up with a tome 
which seems to satisfy most of the 
people most of the time, and they 
ought to be commended for that.

This is a nicely laid-out book.  
Its ten chapters cover some basic 
questions such as ʻFilm or Digital?ʼ, 
ʻEquipment Considerations  ̓and 
ʻCreative Lighting Techniquesʼ, while 
there are others that purport to reveal 
the secrets of ʻCreative Compositionʼ,  
ʻTelling Stories  ̓and the (for me) 
more interesting approach, ʻThe Art 
of Photographing Behaviourʼ.  Each 
chapter – the book is spread over 
176 pages – carries pleasant enough 
photographs (but hardly “awe-
inspiring” ones, as the publisherʼs 

blurb somewhat breathlessly insists) 
illustrating the various points made.  
One of the more memorable of these 
is the ʻfull bucket  ̓analogy, which 
is the Tacketts  ̓way of providing a 
simple visual approach to the rights 
and wrongs of exposure; I must admit 
that I found this a rather entertaining 
way to remember the basics of 
aperture, shutter speed and ISO.

The stated aim of this guide, 
as is so often the case with How To 
manuals, is to allow readers “to stop 
taking pictures and start making 
them”, which is a noble aim and one 

which the authors try and pair up with 
above all having fun.  Iʼm sure that 
any reader who assiduously combines 
study of this book with scrutiny of his 
own underwater efforts will see a real 
learning curve of improvement, and 
this alone justifies its price.

Publisher: RotoVision.  
Price: $29.99, £19.99
http://www.rotovision.com/descri

ption.asp?bookid=2325
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 UwP issues are 
downloaded by over 33,000 
underwater photographers 
worldwide and we can 
guarantee they are all 
interested in underwater 
photography.
 No other diving publication 
can make this claim.
 So if you are an 
underwater photo equipment 
manufacturer or retailer, dive 
travel agent or dive resort you 
will not get a more targeted 
audience.
 UwP is a truly 
international magazine.
 Promote your products/
services to the world.
For further details visit 

www.uwpmag.com

or e mail 

peter@uwpmag.com

http://www.uwpmag.com/cgi-bin/ntlinktrack.cgi?http://www.uwpmag.com/sponsors1.html?referrer=UwP23&ad=qtr
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Guidelines for contributors
The response to UwP has been nothing short of fantastic. We are looking for interesting, well illustrated articles about underwater 

photography. We are looking for work from existing names but would also like to discover some of the new talent out there and that could 
be you!

The type of articles weʼre looking for fall into five main categories:

Uw photo techniques - Balanced light, composition, etc
Locations - Photo friendly dive sites, countries or liveaboards 
Subjects - Anything from whale sharks to nudibranchs in full detail 
Equipment reviews - Detailed appraisals of the latest equipment
Personalities - Interviews/features about leading underwater photographers

If you have an idea for an article, 
contact me first before putting pen to paper. 

E mail peter@uwpmag.com

How to submit articles

To keep UwP simple and financially viable, we can only accept submissions by e mail and they need to be done in the following 
way:
1. The text should be saved as a TEXT file and attached to the e mail
2. Images must be attached to the e mail and they need to be 144dpi 
Size - Maximum length 15cm i.e. horizontal pictures would be 15 cm wide and verticals would be 15cm.
File type - Save your image as a JPG file and set the compression to “Medium” quality. This should result in images no larger than about 
120k which can be transmitted quickly. If we want larger sizes we will contact you.
3. Captions - Each and every image MUST have full photographic details including camera, housing, lens, lighting, film, aperture, 
shutter speed and exposure mode. These must also be copied and pasted into the body of the e mail.
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