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Ultralight’s Pulse
Load Multi
Battery Tester
by Tony Matheis

When I saw the New Product
Announcement for this battery tester
in the Beta version of UWP19 I knew
instantly that I had to have one. This 
device actually tests batteries under load.

We knew that our battery
chargers occasionally lied about
completely charging a particular cell,
this of course becomes quite apparent
when you are underwater and can’t
quickly remedy the situation.

I got in touch with Terry Schuller
at ULCS who sent us one so that Deb
Fugitt and I could test it on our
impending June trip to Indonesia.

Most of us have come up early
from a night dive due to a flashlight
dying in the midst of the dive or when
a strobe quits recycling early. I had
just finished completely charging my
“C” cells so my charger thought. I put
them in a flashlight, turned it on and
watched it die a quick 15-second
death. Not exactly what I had in mind
for flashlight battery life on a night
dive. I pulled the cells out of the
flashlight, and in 20 seconds tested
them on the new battery tester,one of
the cells had only 20% capacity

regardless of what my charger said. I
opted to believe the tester since the
batteries couldn’t light my flashlight.

To test  AA, AAA, C, and D
batteries you push the ‘on’ button, put
the + end of the battery on the + tester
terminal and touch the tester’s
negative probe to the batteries
negative end. In about 3 seconds you
get a lit up bar indicating % of power
capacity remaining. For other battery
types there are + and - terminals on
the charger, just match up the battery
to them and you get the test result.
Nice features on the tester are either
Alkaline or NIMH batteries can be
tested and the tester automatically
switches off after 2 or 3 minutes of
inactivity.

Seeing how quickly and

accurately this little device
determined the remaining capacity of
our batteries I quickly adopted the
habit of checking all our batteries that
were charged in the charger that had
lied to me about the “C” cell. I found
that one bay in the charger had a
problem, on 3 other occasions it
indicated a battery was fully charged
when it only had 20% of a full charge.
Nice to catch a problem before it hits
you underwater.

We tested it on AA, AAA, C,
NIMH and Alkaline batteries, and 9
volt alkaline batteries with good
results on all but we didn’t test it on D
batteries,CR123, CR2 or CRV3
Lithium batteries since we don’t carry
these batteries.

I think in the world of fluctuating
power in most of the remote places
that have great diving this little gem is
a necessity, a very inexpensive
essential piece of our tool kit.We
won’t travel without one.

Ater returning home we
contacted the dealer for the charger
that failed and it was replaced with no
questions asked.

Tony Matheis

uwp@nightdivers.com

www.ulcs.com

■ Purchase a
Nikon
D100/D70 U/W
package and get
Two FREE nights Sunset House Hotel 
& 2 hours private instruction 

■ FREE instruction with every purchase
— in Grand Cayman or by phone —
we’ll call you!

■ Largest rental and sales department
in the Caribbean – with Duty Free
Prices!

■ Enjoy personalized classes with any
digital system. 

■ Check web for 2005 week-long digital
SuperCourse dates.

Teaching U/W Photography since 1967

Cathy Church’s
Underwater Photo
Centre & Gallery

The World’s Best ~ Cayman Islands

NEW!
Cathy’s coffee

table book
“My Underwater
Photo Journey”

US$39.95 
plus s/h

www.cathychurch.com
cathy@cathychurch.com

345-949-7415
at the Sunset House Hotel, Grand Cayman
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Pieced together after much research and told for the first time in this
autobiography is the astounding story of what is regarded as the greatest
achievement in the history of marine salvage - the raising of the German Fleet at
Scapa Flow.

The Man who bought a Navy contains 249 pages and has over 100
photographs.

Copies cost £19.95 (+£3 UK postage) To order your copies, contact
PR Productions.  Tel 44 (0)20 8399 5709 or email peter@pr-productions.co.uk

The Man who bought a Navy

www.pr-productions.co.uk
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