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Editorial
NIKONOS V camera body to be
discontinued

Nikon have finally confirmed that the Nikonos V
is to be discontinued. It will bring to an end the
production of one of the most amazing range of
cameras the photographic world has ever seen.

Nikonos cameras have been responsible for some
of the most memorable images taken underwater over
the past 40 years. Their demise will be sorely missed
but I will always own at least one Nikonos V and one
Nikonos 111 for they are, to me, irreplaceable.

Nikon are letting us down gently as the production
is to be phased out rather than halted abruptly and they
say that production of lenses and accessories will
continue for the time being. Spare parts will be
available for many years to ensure that the Nikonos V
can be serviced and repaired.

I suppose it was inevitable as the digital world
takes over but the Nikonos V has earned a special place
in the carrying cases of most underwater photographers.

For those interested, here is the press release from
Nikon.

“Nikon Corporation will stop making the
NIKONOS-V camera body in the near future. Regional
Nikon distributors and importers can be contacted for
details as to when the product will be discontinued.

A customer base of divers and underwater
photographers have favored this camera since it was
introduced in 1984.

In light of relatively low sales volumes for this
niche product in an age of growing operating cost-
consciousness, however, Nikon determined that it could
not continue to justify the cost and effort of specialized
production required to manufacture it in small
quantities.

We are sorry for any problems that this may cause,
and ask you to understand our need to make this
decision.

Nonetheless, Nikon remains proud and

appreciative that the NIKONOS-V has enjoyed a long,
distinguished product life.

Although the company has no current plans to
introduce new underwater photography products, we
will continue to stay abreast of the market for next-
generation underwater cameras.

Although Nikon will discontinue manufacture of
the NIKONOS-V camera body, it will continue to
supply accessories for the NIKONOS-V, including
interchangeable lenses, speedlight, close-up outfit unit,
etc., at least until the end of 2002. At a later date, the
company will decide whether or not to continue
offering these accessories in 2003 and beyond. “

Over 9400 downloads!

On a brighter note, the first issue of UwP has been
downloaded over 9400 times!

The statistics were downloaded from the web site
on 22nd September and I’m absolutely amazed. It is far
beyond our expectations and part of me feels it can’t be
true so if there is anyone out there who understands
how these statistics are produced we would love to hear
from you.

Over half of the downloads came from America
which may indicate how much more they use the
internet.

It would be a great help to know how you found
out about UwP. When you get a chance could you e
mail me

peter@uwpmag.co.uk
and let me know how you found us. Many thanks

and I hope you enjoy Issue 2.
Your feedback is always appreciated to help us

produce what you want from Uwp. E mail us
feedback@uwpmag.co.uk

BBC Blue Planet

As we go to press(?!) the third programme in the
BBC Blue Planet series has been transmitted on British
TV. I’m not sure whether it’s being transmitted
worldwide yet but if not, you are in for a treat.

Billed as possibly the last blockbuster natural
history series it cost £7 million and took 5 years to film.
The 3 principle cameramen were (in alphabetical order)
Doug Allan, Rick Rosenthal and Peter Scoones. They
and series producer Alistair Fothergill are to
congratulated for all their hard work as are all those
connected with the series.
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