Underwater Photographer’s Code of Conduct

Most underwater photographers are concerned to protect the environment in which they take their pictures
and to avoid stressing marine creatures when they are taking their images. This is good for the marine
environment and leads to better photographs. This Code sets out good practices for anyone who aspires to take
pictures or video underwater. Many aspects are also applicable to the general sports diver.

I No-one should attempt to take pictures
underwater until they are a competent diver.
Novices thrashing about with their hands and
fins while conscious only of the image in their
viewfinder can do untold damage.

B Every diver, including photographers,
should ensure that gauges, octopus regulators,
torches and other equipment are secured so they
do not trail over reefs or cause other damage.
I Underwater photographers should possess
superior precision buoyancy control skills to
avoid damaging the fragile marine environment

and its creatures. Even experienced divers and
those modeling for photographers should ensure
that careless or excessively vigorous fin strokes
and arm movements do not damage coral or
smother it in clouds of sand. A finger placed
carefully on a bare patch of rock can do much to
replace other, more damaging movement.

I Photographers should carefully explore the
area in which they are diving and find subjects
that are accessible without damage to them or
other organisms.

I Care should be taken to avoid stressing a

subject. Some fish are clearly unhappy when a
camera invades their “personal space” or when
pictures are taken using flash or lights. Others
are unconcerned. They make the best subjects.
B Divers and photographers should never kill
marine life to attract other types to them or to
create a photographic opportunity, such as
feeding sea urchins to wrasse. Creatures should
never be handled or irritated to create a reaction
and sedentary ones should never be placed on
an alien background, which may result in them
being killed.

I Queuing to photograph a rare subject, such
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as a seahorse, should be avoided because of the
harm repeated bursts of bright light may do to
their eyesight. For the same reason, the number
of shots of an individual subject should be kept
to the minimum.

I Clown fish and other territorial animals are
popular subjects but some become highly
stressed when a photographer moves in to take a
picture. If a subject exhibits abnormal
behaviour move on to find another.

B Night diving requires exceptional care
because it is much more difficult to be aware of
your surroundings. Strong torch beams or lights
can dazzle fish and cause them to harm
themselves by blundering into surrounding

coral or rocks. Others are confused and
disturbed if torch beams or lights are pointed
directly at them. Be prepared to keep bright
lights off subjects that exhibit stressed
behaviour, using only the edge of the beam to
minimise disturbance.

I Care should be taken when photographing
1n caves, caverns or even inside wrecks because
exhaust bubbles can become trapped under
overhangs killing marine life. Even small
pockets of trapped air which allow divers to talk
to each other inside them can be lethal for
marine life.

I The image in the viewfinder can be very
compelling. Photographers should remain

conscious of their position and of the marine
life around them at all times. In sensitive areas,
they should avoid moving around on the bottom
with their mask pressed up against the camera
viewfinder.

I Areas of extensive damage or pollution
should be reported to the appropriate
authorities.

Today, when so many more divers are
taking up underwater photography, both still
and video, it is essential that the preservation of
the fragile marine environment and its creatures
1s paramount and that this Code of Good
Practice is carefully observed.

This Code of Good Practice has been introduced by the Marine Conservation Society with funding from PADI’s AWARE

project. It is endorsed by the British Society of Underwater Photographers, the Northern Underwater Photographic

Group and the Bristol Underwater Photography Group as well as being supported by the Sub-Aqua Association, the
British Sub-Aqua Club and the Scottish Sub-Aqua Club.
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Guidelines for contributors

The response to UwP has been nothing short of fantastic. We are looking for interesting, well illustrated articles about underwater
photography. We are looking for work from existing names but would also like to discover some of the new talent out there and that could
be you!

The type of articles we’re looking for fall into five main categories:

Uw photo techniques -  Balanced light, composition, etc

Locations - Photo friendly dive sites, countries or liveaboards

Subjects - Anything from whale sharks to nudibranchs in full detail
Equipment reviews -  Detailed appraisals of the latest equipment

Personalities -  Interviews/features about leading underwater photographers

If you have an idea for an article,
contact me first before putting pen to paper.
E mail peter@uwpmag.com

How to submit articles

To keep UwP simple and financially viable, we can only accept submissions by e mail and they need to be done in the following
way:

1. The text should be saved as a TEXT file and attached to the e mail

2. Images must be attached to the e mail and they need to be 144dpi

Size - Maximum length 15cm 1.e. horizontal pictures would be 15 cm wide and verticals would be 15cm.

File type - Save your image as a JPG file and set the compression to “Medium” quality. This should result in images no larger than about
120k which can be transmitted quickly. If we want larger sizes we will contact you.

3. Captions - Each and every image MUST have full photographic details including camera, housing, lens, lighting, film, aperture,
shutter speed and exposure mode. These must also be copied and pasted into the body of the e mail.
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Classifieds

Book a advert
in UwP

You can sell or buy your
equipment for a flat fee of just
£15 (or £25 with an
eyecatching photo) payable by
Visa, Mastercard or cheque.
Your advert can be up to 50
words but the more words the
smaller the text size.

We recommend that you use e
mail as your contact address
and indicate which country you
are from.

E mail the text of your advert
to classifieds@uwpmag.com

You can include your credit
card number and expiry date
or fax it to 020 8399 5709 or
send a cheque (must be drawn

on a UK bank) payable to:
PR Productions,

13 Langley Avenue,
Surbiton,

Surrey KT6 6QN, UK
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For sale

Nikonos V with Sea &
Sea 20mm and optical
finder. £650 ovno. Call
Simon Burt 07767 865616

(Cormwall)
apexphoto2 @btconnect.com

For sale

Subal port DP-122B for use
with Nikon 28-85 lens f3.5-
5.5 Includes focus gear and
zoom gear. Make offer.
Lens also available if
desired. Glass mint
condition

terry @ulcs.com

For sale

Two Subal aperture
gears for a Sigma 14mm
2.8 lens (newer style) for
one price. $40 for both.
They are slightly different
but I think they both fit.
Write to: ulcs@ulcs.com

For sale

Subal Manual focus flat
port for Nikon 105mm
lens (FPFC105), do not
have focus or A/M gear
with it. Excellent
condition. New $500,
sell for $300 obo.
ulcs@ulcs.com

Did you look at
this advert first?

A photo makes
your advert much
more effective. This
space is yours for just
£25 including a small

jpg photo

classifieds@uwpmag.com

SITUATIONS VACANT
Bookkeeper/Office Mgr

Work at Cathy Church's Underwater Photo Centre and
Gallery in the Cayman Islands. Must have office and bookkeeping
experience. Understanding of SCUBA and underwater
photography a plus. Free SCUBA diving and photo lessons. Salary
commensurate with experience. Resume to

cathy @cathychurch.com.

Phone 1-345-949-7415, FAX: 1-345-949-9770

For Sale

SUBAL SC24 Strobe case,
Blue Casting with controls.
Excellent condition, used 50
dives. Fits Nikon SB24
strobe. £230 (inc airmail
postage worldwide). Contact
Christopher Lee for photos.
chris@asiangepgraphic.org
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LANKAYAN ISLAND
DIVE RESORT

A jewel-like tiny island in
the Sulu Sea covered by
thick tropical rainforest
on its topside ringed by
an endless pure white
sandy beach. Simply
elegant and exquisite
accommodation. Open-air
wooden terrace. Dive
sites boast unbelievably
colorful macro fauna,
fascinating wrecks and in
season from March to
May, regular sightings of
gigantic and harmless
whale sharks.
www.lankayan-island.com

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT

Twirling shoals of
barracudas and jacks,
patrolling hammerheads,
millions of technicolored
reef fish and dozens of
sea turtles.

Great food and
comfortable rooms in
simple, beach-front
chalets with attached
bathrooms and power
points, with three

boat dives a day,
unlimited shore diving
and not-to-be missed
excursions to the nearby,
very different dive sites
of Kapalai.
www.sipadan-resort.com

SIPADAN-KAPALAI
DIVE RESORT (SKDR)

This resort offers great
food, surprisingly

roomy and elegant twin-
sharing wooden chalets
with huge private balconies
and attached bathrooms.
Diving is exceedingly easy
and shallow but quite
spectacular: the sandy
bottom and the sparse
coral heads host an
amazing array of small, yet-
to-be-classified, colorful
subjects. The Resort

offers three dives a day
plus, if requested, day trips
to Sipadan & Mabul.
www.sipadan-resort.com

New dates for
Martin Edge’s
weekend UK
photo courses

*22/23 May 04
* Phone for Autumn 04 dates

Using an indoor heated
swimming pool in a
Bournemouth Hotel, the
weekends are structured to the
needs of each individual
participant. Your own camera
equipment is preferable, however
hire facilities may be available.
E6 filmprocessing is included in
the course price of £165.

For more details Phone
Martin or Sylvia on 01202 887611
or e mail
Martin.Edge @btinternet.com

www.underseacameras.com &
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New Sales
Used Sales
Workshops
Courses
Servicing
Repairs
& More

Professional quality housings for:
Canon EOS1D/1DS/1D MkIl, Nikon D1/D1X/D1H, Fuji S2Pro

and film cameras.
UK/Ireland

info@underseacameras.com

01248 681361 or 07702 411614

For sale

Canon EOS 5 System. Comes with Canon EOS 5 body, 28-
105mm lens, port and zoom gear for zoom lens, port for
fisheye, Ikelite Housing with twin handled tray, Ikelite quick
release strobe arm, Ikelite 300 strobe with new 400 head
fitted, Ikelite sync cord, fast charger all housed in an Ikelite
pelican style case. £1000 only contact Charlie Fraser at

chas.f@tinyworld.co.uk
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In-depth photography portfelio with trade secrets revealed, Best Dive Sites
Rated as the Best underwater photography magazine in the Asia Pacific
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