United Nations World Oceans Day Photo Competition 2021

The winners of the United
Nations World Oceans Day Photo
Competition 2021 have been
announced, with the stunning images
showcasing a fascinating spread of
marine flora and fauna around the
planet, from the Faroe Islands to
Costa Rica.

There were six categories in
the contest - The Ocean: Life &
Livelihoods, Above Water Seascapes,
Underwater Seascapes, Digital Ocean
Photo Art, Faces Of The Sea and
Oceanic Discoveries.

Award-winning Belgian
photographer Ellen Cuylaerts, who
curated the contest, said that there
were around 1,400 entries from across
the world. She added: ‘The diversity
of the judges made this a very
interesting year for the contest, with
musician and photographer Julian
Lennon and Swedish TV host Joakim
Odelberg among those on the panel.

‘The images we selected evoke a
feeling of places we want to be right
now and want to protect. We, along
with the United Nations Division of
Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea,
which produced the competition,
hope these images will inspire us to
rebalance our relationship with the
oceans. It’s time to make an impactful
change.’
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Renee Capozzola from the U.S was
crowned winner of The Ocean: Life

& Livelihoods category thanks to this
stunning photo of two local fishermen
paddling in a traditional canoe along a
shallow coral reef off Adonara Island
in Indonesia. Capozzola said they were
practising handline fishing, which is
‘a type of sustainable fishing without
poles or nets’ .

Tom St George from the U.S claimed
first prize in the Oceanic Discoveries
category. His winning image was shot
in the Sistema Sac Actun underwater
cave system off Mexico’s Yucatan
Peninsula. St George says the water-
filled chambers are ‘renowned for their
incredible beauty and crystal clear
waters’ but they are facing ‘increasing
pressure from pollution and the over-
extraction of water’

www.unworldoceansday.org
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Down't settle for 2nd best
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Digital cameras have opened up new possibilities to underwater photographers. For available light photography manual white balance is
an invaluable tool for restoring colours. But when you use it without a filter you are not making the most of the technique.You’re doing all the
hard work without reaping the full rewards. These three photos are all taken of the same wreck in the Red Sea.The left hand image was taken
on slide film, which rendered the scene completely blue. The middle image is taken with a digital SLR without a filter; using manual white balance.
The white balance has brought out some of the colour of the wreck, but it has also sucked all the blue out of the water behind the wreck,
making it almost grey. The right hand image is taken with the same digital camera and lens, but this time using an original Magic Filter.The filter
attenuates blue light meaning that the colours of the wreck are brought out and it stands out from the background water, which is recorded as

an accurate blue.
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