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Book Review
Galápagos
by Joseph Litt

by Peter Rowlands

I don’t think there can be any doubt that the 
most significant place in the whole of the natural 
history world has to be the Galápagos Islands where 
less than 200 years ago the young Charles Darwin 
observed how similar life varied from island to 
island. This led to the development of his theory of 
natural selection explaining evolution, which was 
presented in The Origin of Species in 1859. The rest 
is, shall we say, natural history.

Fast forward 150 years and the very essence of 
it’s attraction was fast becoming it’s undoing with 
a major tourist onslaught both above and below the 
water. Very careful and considered controls were put 
in place to protect this fragile ecosystem yet keep it 
available for those who wanted to experience such a 
unique location.

I have never visited the Galápagos Islands and 
doubt if I ever will but Josef Litt’s comprehensive 
and well illustrated book left me with the 
impression that he has captured that magical sense 
of what it must be like to be there. Furthermore, 
as primarily an underwater photographer, he 
has avoided that oft tread trap of over doing 
the underwater images and come up with a 
good balanced delivery of very well researched 
information with consistently good visuals above 
and below. In addition both sets of images have 
avoided the ‘coffee table’ look; they all contribute 
without trying to dazzle and as a result this book 
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will appeal to the widest of audiences; 
those, like me, who have never been, 
those who are going and want to be 
fully informed and those who have 
been who want a complete volume to 
show others just how special it was.

I suspect this book was 
conceived from an uncontrollable 
passion which led to a self inflicted 
dedication of both time and finance. 
Most of the time that can be a 
dangerous and destructive cocktail 

For more information
https://mostlyunderwaterbooks.com

For US sales
https://www.amazon.com/dp/132099931X

For UK sales
www.amazon.co.uk/Galápagos-Mostly-Underwater-Books-Travel/dp/132099931X

but, in this case, that cocktail is most 
definitely champagne.

Galápagos costs £29.90/$39.90 
and is available from Amazon. It has 
288 pages overflowing with more than 
300 stunning photographs as well as 
original illustrations.

Peter Rowlands
peter@uwpmag.com

GALÁPAGOS by Josef Litt
www.MostlyUnderwaterBooks.com

GALÁPAGOS
“A must-read for anyone

planning to visit the islands
and equally for those that

already have a place in
their heart for Galápagos.”

Dr Alexander Mustard,
internationally awardedinternationally awarded

underwater photographer
and a commended author. 

A comprehensive guide book bringing together history, science
and personal travelogue packed with beautiful photography.
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Guidelines for contributors
The response to UwP has been nothing short of fantastic. We are looking for interesting, well illustrated articles about underwater 

photography. We are looking for work from existing names but would also like to discover some of the new talent out there and that could 
be you! UwP is the perfect publication for you to increase your profile in the underwater photography community.

The type of articles we’re looking for fall into five main categories:

Uw photo techniques - Balanced light, composition, etc
Locations - Photo friendly dive sites, countries or liveaboards, 

Subjects -, Anything from whale sharks to nudibranchs in full detail 
Equipment reviews - Detailed appraisals of the latest equipment
Personalities - Interviews/features about leading underwater photographers

If you have an idea for an article, 
contact me first before putting pen to paper. 

E mail peter@uwpmag.com

How to submit articles

To keep UwP simple and financially viable, we can only accept submissions by e mail and they need to be done in the following 
way:
1. The text should be saved as a TEXT file and attached to the e mail
2. Images must be attached to the e mail and they need to be 150dpi 
Size - Maximum length 20cm i.e. horizontal pictures would be 20 cm wide and verticals would be 20cm high.
File type - Save your image as a JPG file and set the compression to “Medium” quality. This should result in images no larger than about 
120k which can be transmitted quickly. If we want larger sizes we will contact you.
3. Captions - Each and every image MUST have full photographic details including camera, housing, lens, lighting, film, aperture, 
shutter speed and exposure mode. These must also be copied and pasted into the body of the e mail.

mailto:peter@uwpmag.com
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Do you have a shot which has a story within a story? 
If so e mail it with up to 500 words of text 
and yours could be the next Parting Shot. 

peter@uwpmag.com
and yours could be in UwP102

Parting Shot
Sometimes you just have to take 

advantage of a unique situation.  
A small group of four humpback 

whales were hanging around the coast 
of Shetland. The day before we went 
to see if we could see them. Luckily 
for us we saw all four with two of the 
humpbacks coming just off the point 
where we were stood allowing my 
one and half year old son to see them. 

There was a very short weather 
window so the next day I headed out 
with a good friend Brydon Thomason 
to try to shoot the whales for Scotland 
The Big Picture. 

Two of the whales were still 
there.  We spent four hours slowly 
working with the two whales before 
an opportunity came to get in the 
water and within seconds they passed 
within meters of me.  

I had never dreamed that I would 
be shooting humpback whales off the 
UK coast.

Shetland Islands, Scotland

Richard Shucksmith
www.shetlandphototours.co.uk

Nikon, D4, Nauticam, Nikon 16-35mm F4, iso 1600, F7.1, 1/80, Natural light


